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Stigma =

Silence

Pro-choice supporters often find themselves dis-
cussing abortion with only those who share their
views (preaching to the choir) and avoiding pushing
their message into a wider arena.

This is not surprising as antiabortion forces have
deployed the psychological weapon of stigma to
contaminate the individual and community con-
science to the point that it has led to a shortage of
abortion providers and clinics; made abortion a dirty
word; and a safe, legal, medical procedure shameful.

In her book “Dispatches From the Abortion
Wars, ” Carol Joffe sees herself as a war correspon-
dent and reports that this conflict has caused a degra-
dation of the political culture and brought violence
and terrorism to health care institutions. It has also
led to a culture of lies about science and medicine at
the highest levels of government. Ironically, the
abortion wars are leading to more unintended preg-
nancies and more abortions. She concludes that they
are a brilliant distraction that drains energy and re-
sources away from other social needs.

Antiabortion hospital practices have put women’s
health at unacceptable risk. Joffe sites the case of a
woman whose deep-vein thrombosis made her too
sick for a clinic abortion. She was cleared, after
much negotiation, for a hospital procedure. There,
her OB tried to persuade her to continue her high
risk pregnancy by making her take a tour of the new-
born nursery.

The battle over abortion rights is being fought in
the United States with guns, bombs, and fire. It in-
fects foreign relations, national politics and state leg-
islatures. Joffe’s goal was to show that the violent
actions and extreme positions of the antiabortion and
anti-contraception movement have made the less-
loony hard-liners appear reasonable by contrast and
that has led to a public perception that restrictions
and demands of the less violent group are reasonable
and compromise is possible. We all witnessed how
well compromise worked during Health Reform
negotiations. (More on that in another newsletter.)

After Roe, women who got abortions were de-
monized as “sluts.” Now the focus is on women
as victims. “Abortion hurts women” is the mes-
sage and providers are depicted as villains.

In the early 90’s, anti-abortion activist Randall
Terry declared doctors were “the weak link” in
the fight against the abortion procedure. Soon
the first of eight deadly attacks on doctors who
perform abortions occurred. There was a shift of
mainstream medicine away from abortions which
left women seeking care to go to specialty clin-
ics. The radical element still persists and the
theocratic element continues to get stronger. It
has become galvanized as a major political force.
Abortion was further stigmatized during health-
care reform by this element.

Most medical professionals are not against
abortion, they are against controversy. Even
those who want to provide abortions find that
they can’t because colleagues or potential part-
ners “don’t want to get involved.”

According to a June 2010 Guttmacher Institute
report, 62 million American women are in their
childbearing years. About half of all pregnancies
in the US are unintended—clearly involving peo-
ple across all political lines. By age 45, half of
all American women will have experienced an
unintended pregnancy and one-third will have
had an abortion. Of the 43 million sexually ac-
tive and fertile women who do not want to be-
come pregnant, 89 % use contraception.

The basic reality of abortion is that it is
healthcare. The idea that it is not healthcare is
one of the most damaging anti-choice myths for
women getting abortions and those providing
them. It isolates providers from the medical com-
munity and stigmatizes a choice that may be the

best one for the woman seeking it.

Youwr silence wil not protect yow -
Audre Lovde




ROCKFORD CLINIC UNDER SIEGE
NORTHERN ILLINOIS WOMEN'S CENTER

The Northern lllinois Women's Center (NIWC), in Rockford, IL, is a physician-owned freestanding outpa-
tient family planning clinic offering a wide range of reproductive health information and services, including
abortion, counseling, family planning, birth control, in a comfortable, supportive, secure environment. Abor-
tion procedures are directed by Dr. Dennis Christensen, a board certified OB-GYN, with over 30 years ex-
perience in the abortion field. Dr. Christensen has plans to retire but has been joined by Dr. K who is also a
board certified OB/GYN. NIWC is listed on the National Abortion Federation (NAF) web site as an

Illinois provider.

NIWC Becomes Target of

Catholic Exorcism

Over the years there have been weekly anti-choice protests conducted at this site. Intimidating shouts at
patients, attempts to keep the doctor from driving into the parking lot, graphic signs, insulting name calling,
wanted posters and verbal death threats to the landlord whose office is in the building. On September 30,
2000, Rev. John P. Earl, a 32-year-old Roman Catholic priest, pastor at St. Patrick Church in Rochelle,
drove his car into the rear of the building housing the clinic and used an ax to destroy windows, doors and
surveillance cameras. He succeeded in breaking into the door to the office of the landlord.

On Friday, July 16, 2010, a number of Catholic priests performed a
public exorcism in front of the clinic.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pU9ZqdsQD90o

It continues to be a glum picture in Rockford with the pro-choice
community dispirited due to a negative political situation - a city
council that favors the anti-choice activists. A recent attempt to insti-
tute a "bubble law" did not get out of committee.

The following anti-choice web site further exposes the overtly reli-
gious attack on women's reproductive health. The attempt to
change laws to promote religious beliefs is in direct opposition to the
religious freedom that is basic to our constitutional rights.

http://www.prolifecorner.com/node/371

The Catholic priest who attacked the clinic building in 2000 pleaded
guilty to felony charges and received 30 months of probation and
$7,664 in fines and restitution. He remained a priest in good stand-
ing and was reassigned to St. Nicholas parish in Aurora, IL. In 2006
he was reassigned to St. Joseph Catholic Church in Elgin, IL.

MCCC is coordinating with other pro-choice groups to determine a
course of action in supporting NIWC. If you are interested in being
informed and perhaps joining such an effort, please contact MCCC
through the website or email.

Remember, It's About Women's Lives

Let Go of the Secrecy!
Women pay a price for the stigma attached to abortion. Abortion is
treated as such a shameful secret that many women don't even
know that their sister or cousin or aunt may have had one. In a room
with 10 women, at least three of them have had an abortion and all
of them have known and loved someone who has. What would it be
like if we reached out to each other with acceptance and under-
standing so this important life decision wasn't such a lonely one?

Join Our Information
Network

Visit our website!
www.mcccprochoice.org

Get the latest information in the
form you prefer. Keep in touch by
sending us your:

Name

Address

Email

Phone

MCCC

P.O. Box 16

Woodstock, IL 60098

Telephone: 815-338-8030
Facsimile: 815-338-7847
Email:choice@mcccprochoice.org

Thank You!!

For your loyal financial support.
If you wish to contribute:

A once a year gift of $10 in
your birth month will provide ba-
sic organizational support plus a
subscription to our bimonthly
newsletter.

$25 or more gives you bene-
factor status and the opportunity
to increase the scope and activities
of MCCC.

McHenry County Citizens for Choice,
Inc. is a 501 ( c)(4) organization.
Contributions are not tax deductible.
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